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to join with my colleagues in honoring Linda
here today.

IN HONOR OF MICHAEL LEGGIERO

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Michael Leggiero for his leadership
and dedication to the North Hudson Commu-
nity Action Corporation. Mr. Leggiero was hon-
ored with the Louis T. Scialli Memorial Award
by the United Way of Hudson County on Sep-
tember 16, 2003, at the Crown Plaza Hotel in
Secaucus, New Jersey.

As President and CEO of the North Hudson
Community Action Corporation, Mr. Leggiero’s
vision and leadership has helped make the or-
ganization the largest and one of the most
highly regarded community organizations in
Hudson County. The North Hudson Commu-
nity Action Corporation is currently the largest
provider of health and social services in the
county and serves as a model for the quality
of services it provides the community.

Mr. Leggiero first came to the North Hudson
Community Action Corporation in 1971.
Through his hard work and communal spirit,
Mr. Leggiero assumed directorship in 1978. At
that time, the North Hudson Community Action
Corporation administered seven programs,
which served 5,000 residents per year. After
25 years under Mr. Leggiero’s leadership, the
North Hudson Community Action Corporation
now runs 20 programs that serve over 55,000
Hudson County residents each year.

Mr. Leggiero’s foresight and understanding
of community issues has been a great asset
to the North Hudson Community Action Cor-
poration. Mr. Leggiero helped create a state-
of-the-art community health center, which now
provides care and assistance to over 2,000
patients each week. In 1996, Mr. Leggiero
spearheaded the production of 49 new afford-
able housing units and just recently completed
a similar venture, which provided the North
Hudson community with 37 new housing units.

Michael Leggiero is a lifetime resident of
Union City, where he lives with his wife Lois.
An active member of his church, Mr. Leggiero
is known for his love and dedication to his
congregation, with whom he shares a commit-
ment to giving back to the community.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Michael Leggiero for his outstanding
leadership and service to the people of Hud-
son County.

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE INSTITUTE FOR
THE PUERTO RICAN/HISPANIC
ELDERLY, INC.

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to The
Institute for the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Elderly,
Inc., an organization dedicated to improving
the lives of low income minority seniors and
their families in the city of New York. This in-
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valuable organization will celebrate its 25th
anniversary on Friday, October 3, 2003.

The Institute for the Puerto Rican/Hispanic
Elderly, Inc., was founded in 1978 to remove
communication and other service barriers that
separated Puerto Rican and Hispanic seniors
from their rights and entitlements under the
law. Today, the Institute is the premier His-
panic non-profit organization serving New York
City’s ethnic minority seniors and their fami-
lies, with the mission to improve their quality
of life.

Serving more than 140,000 seniors annu-
ally, the institute’s services are delivered in a
citywide complex of offices, facilities, programs
and senior centers. In addition, the Institute
has four subsidiaries: EI Cemi Houses, which
provides affordable housing for homeless sen-
iors; the Institute Home Care Services; the li-
censed Innovative Home Health Care Sys-
tems; and Clinica Nueva Esperanza, a mental
health clinic for seniors.

The Institute also serves as an important re-
source for non-profits, government agencies
and businesses, providing technical assistance
and consultation in areas such as manage-
ment training, culturally responsive service de-
livery, and access to minority communities.

Mr. Speaker, under the leadership of
Suleika Cabrera Drinane, this fine institution
has helped to provide essential and quality
services to the low income minority seniors of
New York City for a quarter of a century. Be-
cause of its pioneering and outstanding work,
the Institute has received awards and recogni-
tions from city, state, and federal agencies, as
well as by other organizations in the commu-
nity.

For their long standing commitment to the
disadvantaged seniors of New York City, | ask
that my colleagues join me in honoring the In-
stitute for the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Elderly,
Inc., on their 25th Anniversary.

———

IN MEMORY OF BILLIE LOU
“PEACHES” PARKER BROOKSHIRE

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, earlier this year the
citizens of Tyler, Texas, lost one of their dear-
est and most influential members, Billie Lou
“Peaches” Parker Brookshire, who passed
away at the age of 72 following a lengthy ill-
ness.

The Brookshire family has long been known
in the Tyler area for their many contributions
to East Texas—with Peaches being a central
figure in their philanthropy. Peaches was ac-
tively involved in numerous worthy causes, in-
cluding the Salvation Army Center of Hope,
Junior League of Tyler, Tyler Junior Garden
Club, American Cancer Society, Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, Trinity
Mother Frances Hospital, Green Acres Baptist
Church, All Saints Episcopal School, Grace
Community School and Hospice of East
Texas. In all that she did and with all whom
she met, she brought enthusiasm, compas-
sion, a positive attitude and a legendary sense
of humor. Peaches also was an accomplished
artist. Several of her paintings were recently
donated to the Tyler Cancer Center to encour-
age patients receiving treatment there.
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Above all Peaches was a devoted wife to
her husband and partner of 53 years, Bruce,
whom she met while attending the University
of Texas at Austin, and a loving and loyal
mother and mother-in-law to Tim and Michelle
and to Britt and Sunni. She was known en-
dearingly as “honey” to her nine grandhildren:
Amy, Clint, Garnett, Blake, Chad, Ross, Caro-
line, Emma and Bruce, Jr. Clint Brookshire
ably served as my Congressional Assistant in
Washington, D.C., and later as District Assist-
ant in my Rockwall, TX, office, before pursuing
another career in Dallas. He was a valued and
well-liked member of my staff and remains my
good friend. Peaches maintained a close rela-
tionship with Decie Brookshire, mother of Clint
and the two other eldest grandchildren. She
also leaves behind her two dear sisters and
their husbands, Kay and Darrold Cannon Jr.
and Judy and Ray Clymer Jr. of Wichita Falls;
her mother-in-law and lifelong friend, Mrs.
Louise Brookshire of Tyler; numerous nieces
and nephews; and caregivers Jeanell and
Jesse Richardson of Tyler.

Peaches was the daughter of William Gar-
nett Parker and Opal Louise Parker of Wichita
Falls. She attended Midwestern State Univer-
sity and the University of Texas at Austin,
where she was a member of Kappa Kappa
Gamma sorority. Her grandfather, C.H. Parker,
opened Parker Food Stores in Wichita Falls in
the 1920s, the same time that her father-in-
law, W.T. Brookshire, was opening his first
Brookshire’s Grocery Store in Tyler.

| have known Peaches and Bruce and their
family for many years and have loved and ad-
mired them for their ability to so ably balance
work, family and community commitments.
They are one of the outstanding families in the
Fourth Congressional District—and their ef-
forts have helped so many in their community.
In recognition of their many significant con-
tributions, Peaches and Bruce were named
the recipients of the 2002 Isadore Roosth Out-
standing Philanthropist Award in Tyler.

Peaches was devoted to her family, her
faith, and her community—and was a model of
grace, goodness, and good humor. She was a
friend and an inspiration to so many—and she
will be fondly remembered by all those who
knew her and loved her. Mr. Speaker, it is a
privilege today for me to pay tribute to an ex-
emplary woman and outstanding citizen of
East Texas who made an indelible impression
on all those who met her—Peaches Parker
Brookshire. She will be dearly missed.

———

HONORING REV. PAUL D.
KENNEDY

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor Reverend Paul D. Kennedy, pastor at
the All Saints Episcopal Church in Worcester,
Massachusetts and to recognize his achieve-
ment as the first ever recipient of the Chil-
dren’s Friends Inc. Ambassadors Award. | am
proud of Rev. Kennedy's services.

The Children’s Friend Inc. was established
in 1849 by a group of concerned Worcester
citizens to provide a “safe home” for the city’s
most vulnerable children: the orphaned, the
abandoned, and the neglected children. The
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central mission of Children’s Friend’s is “to
promote the emotional, social and physical
health of a needy and diverse population of
children and to advocate of their rights.”

The Children’'s Friend Inc. Ambassadors
Award was established to honor a diplomatic
official of the highest rank appointed and ac-
credited to represent an organization’s perma-
nent mission to the community. Rev. Kennedy
first became involved with the Children’s
Friend Inc. in 1993 and served on the organi-
zation’s Board of Directors from 1994 to 2002.
He was presented with this award because of
his tireless and continued effort to advocate
for the well being and welfare of children. This
is a testimony to the power that one individual
can utilize to benefit the lives of many.

In addition to this achievement, Rev. Ken-
nedy has served the Massachusetts Lutheran
and Episcopalian community in a distinguished
manner for well over 20 years. After grad-
uating from Harvard Divinity school and the
Hamma School of Theology at Wittenberg Col-
lege, Rev. Kennedy began his career as a
pastor at the St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Gloucester, Massachusetts. Since then, he
has actively and impressively represented his
own congregations and the greater church
community through the numerous positions.
Some of his many outstanding contributions
include serving as delegate to the Lutheran
Church in America Convention four times and
holding a variety of positions for the Lutheran
Service Association, and the Lutheran Social
Service of New England.

Rev. Kennedy's commitment to social serv-
ice and human welfare is extensive. He sat on
the American Red Cross Board of Directors,
and served as President of the Worcester
Chapter of the American Cancer Society. He
was a member of the Board of Trustees at
Upsula College and currently sits on the Board
of Trustees at Endicott College.

Mr. Speaker, | am certain that the entire
U.S. House of Representatives joins me in
congratulating Rev. Kennedy for this high
honor.

———

100  YEARS OF UNITED STATES-
BULGARIAN DIPLOMATIC RELA-
TIONS

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, last Thursday
while Washington was consumed with the ar-
rival of hurricane Isabel, a significant celebra-
tion was taking place in Sofia, Bulgaria.

On September 18, the United States and
Bulgaria marked the 100th anniversary of dip-
lomatic relations between our two countries.

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, Bulgaria
has worked hard to build a stable democracy
and to provide its people the very freedoms
we have for so long taken for granted in this
country. The people of Bulgaria should be
proud of what they have accomplished over
this past 13 years.

Bulgaria has also worked to reaffirm and
strengthen its friendship with the United
States. Bulgaria has worked with us to pro-
moted stability and peace in the Balkans by
providing peacekeeping forces in Bosnia and
Kosovo.
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After the tragedy of September 11, 2001,
Bulgaria was among the very first countries to
denounce terrorism and pledge active support
to the United States in the fight against global
terrorism. Bulgaria supported Operation En-
during Freedom and the International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan and is
presently providing 500 infantry soldiers to the
Iraq stabilization force.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, on the occasion of
this 100th anniversary of United States-Bul-
garian diplomatic relations, it is appropriate to
reflect on this important relationship and to
dedicate ourselves to promoting good relations
for the next 100 years.

———

HONORING ST. JOSEPH PARISH ON
THE OCCASION OF THEIR 150TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. CHRIS CHOCOLA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Rev. Michael Couhig, CSC, and
the congregation of Holy Cross on the 150th
anniversary of the founding of St. Joseph Par-
ish by the congregation.

St. Joseph is South Bend, Indiana’s oldest
Catholic  worshipping community. Initially
called St. Alexis Chapel, it was established by
Rev. Edward F. Sorin, CSC, as a mission
chapel of Notre Dame.

Since that time, the congregation has treas-
ured history.

The first building, which was both a chapel
and a school, was erected in 1853 in the com-
munity of Lowell, at what is now the intersec-
tion of Hill and LaSalle streets.

By the next year, the Sisters of the Holy
Cross were teaching children in the tiny build-
ing. In 1866, that first structure was replaced
with a larger building named the Church of the
Assumption.

The second church building burned to the
ground in 1872. A third church was built near-
by on the present site of St. Joseph Medical
Center. By 1881, when the cornerstone for the
fourth church was laid on the current site, the
parish was known as Saint Joseph, and Low-
ell had been absorbed by the city of South
Bend. The parish thrived, welcoming French,
English, Irish, Italians, Southeast Asians, and
all others as they came. Because of structural
weaknesses, the handsome old Gothic church
had to be demolished, and the current church
was erected in 1965. St. Joe’s current parish
registration numbers over 720 families.

As the parish grew, so did their school. The
school expanded into Assumption Academy, a
boarding and day school, which in 1886 was
replaced by a larger two-story building. By
1926, that structure was overflowing, and the
present school was built. Since that time, the
school's high standards have remained un-
changed. St. Joseph School is the oldest con-
tinuously operating school in the city of South
Bend, Indiana, and their building was placed
on the National Register of Historic Places in
1999.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Rev. Couhig and
his parishioners for contributing to the spiritual,
educational, and economic development of the
Michiana community for the past 150 years.
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TRIBUTE TO RALPH SAMPLE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before this
body of Congress and this nation today to pay
tribute to the life and memory of Ralph Sam-
ple who recently passed away at the age of
85. A lifelong resident of New Castle, Colo-
rado, Ralph was an enterprising and hard
working man who was extensively involved in
his community. | am honored to pay tribute to
his memory here today.

Ralph was born in Glenwood Springs in
1917. Later in life, Ralph settled with his wife
Edna in his native Glenwood Springs, where
they farmed, raised cattle and sheep, and
Ralph operated Sample’s Jersey Dairy. In ad-
dition to farming and ranching, Ralph was an
entrepreneur. He helped to establish both the
Glenwood Insurance Agency & Realty and
Valley Realty.

Many community groups benefited from
Ralph’s participation. He was extensively in-
volved with the Glenwood Springs Masonic
Lodge as a member of both the York Rite and
the Scottish Rite. Ralph was also an active
community leader with the Glenwood Springs
Rotary Club and the Elk Creek Grange No.
415. He devoted countless hours to their
many philanthropic pursuits.

Mr. Speaker, | join with my colleagues in ex-
tending my deepest sympathies to the family
of Ralph Sample. His hard work and civic-
mindedness stand as a shining example of the
spirit of Colorado. While Ralph has passed on,
his legacy will live on with all those who knew
him. | am honored to recognize his life and
passing here today.

———————

HONORING MAESTRO ENRIQUE
DIEMECKE

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the House
of Representatives to join me in congratulating
Maestro Enrique Diemecke as he begins his
fifteenth year as the Music Director and Prin-
cipal Conductor of the Flint Symphony Or-
chestra. Maestro Diemecke will be honored for
his service at a dinner on October 4th.

Enriqgue Diemecke became an integral part
of the Flint musical community in 1988. An
internationally recognized musician and mae-
stro, he is considered to be one of the best
young maestros working in the world today.
His list of accomplishments is extensive. After
studying at Catholic University in Washington,
DC. and the Pierre Monteux School for Ad-
vanced Conductors he embarked upon a mu-
sical career that spans several continents. He
has served to the delight of audiences as the
conductor for orchestras in North America, Eu-
rope, New Zealand and South America. His
sublime interpretation of both classical com-
posers and emerging talents have won rave
reviews everywhere he performs.

His musical endeavors have not been lim-
ited to live performance. Maestro Diemecke
has recorded several pieces of music. He won
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